Private medical schemes: dental claims during 1989 and 1990.
In this investigation, claim patterns of members of 6 private medical aid schemes were studied. The number of members per scheme, the maximum benefits per member, the number of members with no claims, the age distribution of members with no dental claims and the percentage of total paid out per discipline are shown. The percentage of principal members who made no dental claims from these 6 medical schemes ranged between 53.6 - 75.5 per cent in 1989 and between 67.1 - 85 per cent in 1990. In this article we seek possible explanations for these unexpected findings.